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An investment council is wanted by prominent investors and business leaders in Bangladesh. 
They see this as an institutional bridge between the government and the private sector. They 
believe that it will provide an institutional resource to facilitate cooperation and consultation 
between the policymakers and the investor community. They want it to be a quasi-legislative body 
with a recognized legal right to be consulted in matters of legislation affecting investments and to 
promulgate investor code of conduct. They also want this to be a quasi-judicial body with the first 
right to settle disputes concerning investments. They wish this to make public private partnership 
in infrastructure development a reality. It may be the institution to foster a strong commitment to 
responsible corporate governance as well as liberal cultivation of corporate social responsibility in 
the investor community.
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Table-1: The Most Important
 
Governance Related Factors

 

(in descending order of % of respondents)
 

Factor %  

Unsuitable government policy  52.27  
Corruption 43.18  
Difficulty in dealing with line ministry  40.91  
Lack of political

 
stability

 
31.82

 
Unsuitable environmental law

 
22.73

 

Table-2: Importance Score of Governance Related Factors
(Highest possible score 15)  

Factor  Score  Score 
rank

Government Policy
 

10.25
 

1

Dealing with Line Ministry

 
9.97

 
2

Licensing

 

9.54

 

3

Environmental Law

 

9.37

 

4

Land registration

 

8.07

 

5

Contracts 8.05 6

(Corruption does not appear here because it was not included as a factor in the list of pre-identified problems).

Table-3: List of Tax Related Factors and the number of respondents
Factor

 
N.

 
%

Tax administration

 
17

 
38.63

Taxes (level) 12 27.27

 
 

Table-4: Importance Score of Tax Related Factors

Factor Score

Level of Tax 10.27
Tax Administration 9.33
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Table-5: List of Finance Related Factors and the number of respondents
Factor  N.  %  
Interest rate  28  63.64
Macro Economic stability  24  54.55
Access to finance

 
22

 
50.00

Table-6: Importance Score of Finance Related Factors
Factor

 
Score

 Access to finance

 
10.25

 Conditions of Finance

 

9.52

 Rate of Interest

 

9.21
Macro-economy 9.18

Problems of Infrastructure have also identified port bottlenecks, poor and 
congested roads. Reliable water supply also has been 

The investors are quite emphatic about the 
found as a highly important issue. 

infrastructural inadequacies, especially of power. They 

Table-7: Most Important Infrastructure Related Factors
(in descending order of % of respondents)

Factor
 

N.
 

%
 

Power
 

36
 

81.82
 Ports

 
24

 
54.55

 Roads 
 

18
 

40.91
 Water

 
12

 
27.27

 

Table-8: Importance Score of Infrastructure Related Factors
Factor

 

Score

 
Power

 

12.46

 
Ports

 

11.83

 
Roads 10.89
Water 9.63
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