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A Contingency Study of Higher Education to
Make Educational Research More Relevant
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Department of Comr‘r?erce. ‘ designed to promote the development of education. It includes ony
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar activity that leods to o better understonding of educational problems

ond findings relevont to policy formulotions ond plonning. The
growing problems reloting to education ot all its stoges demond more
Pa rompo| Singh of research the problems of universalisation of glementory education
vocationalisotion of education, delinking degrees from of jobs,
cutonomy of educational institutions, ond Open University system, gtc
pose o big chollenge to educationol reseorch. Some foctors ore
responsible for this which reseorch is decreasing day by day: lock of
research gronts, proper lab focility, guidonce, accurocy ond relevoncy
of reseorch. The study ottempts the student's perception towords
educational research ond to give the suggestion to the university ond
educoation institution to provide better research focility ond proper
environment for relevont reseorch. The somple size of the study is 150
research scholors of Mohorshi Dayonond University, Rohtok. The
students are boys ond girl belonging to the oge group of 25 to 35 yeors.
In the present study, convenience as well os simple rondom sompling
method is used. For the purpose of dota collection, o well structured
questionnaire is used. Meon ond Stondord deviotion ore used os
statisticol tools for onalyzing the doto.
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Introduction

Educational research hos broadly been defined as ony systemaotic study
designed to promote the development of education. It includes ony
octivity thot leads to o better understonding of educational problems
ond findings relevant to policy formulations and plonning. It domoin,
occording to freed N. Kerlinger is “Humon beghavior related to
educotional processes and outcomes. It is therefore social scientific
ond behaviorol research including oll phenomena reloted to humon
behavior in educational process.” The growing problems relating to
education at oll its stoges demond more of reseorch the problems of
universolisotion of elementary education vocotionalisation of
education, delinking degrees from of jobs, autonomy of educational
institutions, ond Open University system, tc pose a big chollenge to
educational reseorch. How for hos educational reseorch come forword
to onswer the question related to education is yet to be assessed very
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little has been done in this direction. Educationol reseorch is
ininfoncy stoge.

There is need for concerted efforts to conduct further
research in the field of educational testing -development of
psychological ond educotionol tests which ore not yst
avoiloble os tools of further resgorch. Research is also
needed in the field of curriculum development. The
curricula ot the school, college ond ot university level ore
outdated ond modifications are required to moke the need
ond ospiration of the society. Whotever reseorch hos been
done is of the noture of o spade work os most of it is
descriptive development of education ot its vorious stoges.
As there is vast scope of educational reseorch ond very little
has been dong, so for it is suggested thot educational
research/ study centre’s ore set up in universities in the
departments of education. These centers may look to the
development of educational resgorch exclusively os in other
countries. There is on urgent need to have well gquipped
loboratories ond sufficient reseorch moteriol like hordwore
ond softwoare availoble in print along with computer services
in eoch university ond reseorch oriented institutions.

Active ond lively linkoge between the universities ond
educational ond research intuitions is cnother necessity for
the growth of research. There is also need to creote sufficient
funds for the publication of reseorches done ot the
universities or other institutions ond their wider circulotion.
Further, o coordinating ogency should be set up to monitor
research activities in universities ond periodicolly evaluote
their quontitotive ond qualitotive aspects. It may also
estoblish links with the rest of the country ond even other
countries for promotion of educational research in Indic.
After independence, the growth of universities in India in
quontitotive terms has been very ropid. During the lost four
decodes since independence there hos been a tremendous
growth of higher education both in terms of institutions ond
of enrollment. This quontitative growth hos been very ropid
ond accelerated as compored to the growth during the period
1857 to 1947.the universities only 03 in 1857 increosed to 20
in 1947; obout seven fold growths in 90 years. By 1989 there
were obout 165 universities os ogoinst 20 in 1947, about
eight-fold growth in 42 years. By 1995 there were 210
universities functioning in Indie. And now in 20122013
there ore 45 centrol universities, 321 stote universities, 129
deemed universities ond 187 private universities ond so on.

Attributes of A Good Educational Research

A good research hos o.clear cut goal couple with asystematic
plon of work ond it should add to the existing knowledge of a
discipling in which it is corried on. Another choracteristic of
o meomingful research is thot it is rotional, verifioble ond
provides good scope for further reseorch also the reseorch
should be relevont to the needs of mosses ond one of
procticol utility. A meoningful reseorch work helps the
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government ond other ogencies in proper plonning of the
policies of the government.

The investigator/researcher should have inquisitive noture,
creotive ond onalytical frome of mind. Besides the person or
the team of persons corrying on reseorch should have
patience ond perseverance. The quality of the research
would improve a reseorchers do not hesitate or feel shy to
consult others who have abetter knowledge of some aspects
of the reseorch work. Before the respondents ore
interviewed they should first be mode to fegl comfortoble
ond mentally reloxed. The respondents should be given
enough spoce for reasonoble thinking ond proper
communicotion. Where the questionnoire is prepored it
should be insured thot the longuoge of the question is simple
ond understondable gosily.

Review of Literature

Norton and Schuh (1981) orgued thot “A common threoad
running through most types of social science resgorch is that
the output is information rother thon o new or improved
product.” Clearly, they did not meon to imply thot
information is not a commodity, but that social scientists,
unlike some physical scientists, do not generally directly
produce new physical products other thon the products
needed to create ond tronsmit information such os books,
reports, computer softwore, ond articles. Norton ond Schuh
also suggested o “grocery list” typology for categorizing the
information through which ogricultural ond rurol
communities derive the benefits of social science research.
One cotegory is monogement informotion. This enobles
producers to implement initiatives thot improve technicol
ond ollocate efficiency. A second category, price
information, improves the accuracy of price forecosts ond
leads to improvements in allocate efficiency. Third,
institutionol information mokes it possible for policymokers
to moke welfore enhoncing chonges in economic institutions
or “rules of the game.” Informotion on product ond
environmentol quality improves the choices of households
for consumption ond policymokers for policy. Norton ond
Schuh's three other cotegories ore nutrition information,
information to aid odjustments to disequilibrio, ond
information to oid in the reduction of rural poverty.

Vincent H. Smith (1988) addressed two questions. The first
is “What ore the benefits of social science reseorchl” the
second is “How should they be measuredl ” The response to
the first is that, os with research in the physical sciences, the
benefits should be identified in terms of chonges in
gconomic surplus for different groups. It may be useful to
use oframework thot considers the incidence of the effects of
social science reseorch on firms, housgholds, ond
government ogencies. The response to the second question
is that estimoting returns to sociol science research using
conventional econometric techniques moy be particulorly
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difficult. Instead, it may be necessory to resort to acase study
approach, but core must be token to ensure that the coses
selected for study ore genuinely representotive.

Wood, Walter, and Carrington (2002) found thot social
policy is concerned with a ronge of humon needs ond the
social institutions created to meet these needs. The sociol
sciences cover o wide array of complex issues ond
disciplings. Government activities ore now centrally reloted
to social policy ond the boundories between social,
economic ond science policy are blurred. Commonwealth
Government expenditure on sociol security ond welfore,
heolth ond education omounts to some 65% of totol
expenditure ond indicates the importonce and
persuosiveness of social policies. The social sciences and
policies ore importont in ensuring the mointenonce ond
functioning of a stoble society by ottempting to provide o
more equitoble distribution of weolth ond income ond
ensuring on understonding of governonce ond institutions of
civil socigty. Universities play akey role in providing social
science courses which educate graduates in the philosophy,
knowledge ond the new developments of sociol science.
This enobles government ogencies to access skilled social
scientists thot ore copoble of developing ond implementing
new social science policies oppropriate to meet the needs of
on gver chonging world.

Khatri et al., (2012) found thot seed money for faculty
members desirous of undertoking context specific resgorch,
Funds to host conferences on indigenous themes, Providing
ond supporting travel to conferences of orgonizationol ond
industry relevonce, Providing discretionory funds for
research travel, appointment of researchers, procurement of
aids that enoble research gtc. Rewording ond recognizing
faculty members who evongelize locally relevont, context
specific research in on effort to boost research, some Indion
business schools provide monetary incentives for foculty
publications bosed on the “category” of the journal in which
they ore published. However, categorization of acodemic
journals into different grades itself is problematic. A glonce
ot the Annual Report of Research ond Publications in IIMB
reveols thot the institute categorizes publications into three
clusters: (a) orticles in prestigious journols listed in FT45,
BW20, UT Dallas 24 etc, (b) refereed articles in nationaol
journals, ond (c¢) refereed articles in international journaols.
Acodemic journols which ore cotegorized os ‘A grade’ tend
to emphasize scientific rigour rother thon relevonce. A
reseorch thot is relevont but dogs not meet the criterion of
scientific/methodologicol rigour would most probably be
desk-rejected, if submitted to ony of the A grade journals. Tt
would not moke it to the peerreview stoge. Such o system
encourages ocodemic scholors to pursue scientificolly
rigorous research with little ottention to relevonce.
Acodemic scholars currently seem to be pursuing such kind
ofreseoarch.
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Show ond Elger, (2013) anew Swiss low required that ony
research involving humons must cim to onswer “o relevont
research question”. He exploained the relevonce of the
relevonce criterion in reseorch, onalysed the Swiss ond
British guidelings on relevonce, ond proposes o fromework
for researchers ond reseorch ethics committee (REC)
members that enobled a clearer conception of the role of
relevonce in research. He concluded thaot research must be
either scientifically or societal beneficiol in order to qualify
as relevont, ond RECs therefore connot avoid reviewing the
scientific ospects of proposed studies. Normally only
scientifically relevont studies con be of benefit to society, but
research of low scientific relevonce con nonetheless be
relevont to society if it forms port of the education of new
doctors ond scientists.

Panda and Gupta b, (2014) on ocademic reseorch in the
domoain of monogement scholarship, though stegped in
scientific ond methodological rigour, is generally found to
be of little relevonce to proctice. The outhors of this poper
have revisited the rigourrelevance debote in light of recent
developments ond with special reference to the monogement
resgorch scenario in Indio. The central thesis of the argument
is that the gulf between rigour ond relevonce needs to be
bridged to moke ocoademic reseorch more relevont to
busingss orgonizations ond proctitioners. They have offered
some suggestions to enhonce the relevance of acodemic
research to proctice.

Sulkunen, P. (2014) widely recognized that the social
sciences have on importont track record in the
tronsformation of Western Europgon countries from lobor
intensive ogricultural economies to modern urbon high-tech
socigties. Europeon welfore stotes have porticulorly required
o substontiol input from social reseorch. What is less well
understood is that the conceptual structure, methodology,
ond reseorch proctice of the social sciences themselves hove
reflected their relevonce, ond thot all this is ropidly changing
os o consequence of the chonging forms of governance. In
foct, the “positivistic” period of social sciences, split into
relatively rigid disciplines, wos ostonishingly short only
from the turn of the century when the disciplinory
boundaries were drawn, to the lost third of the twentigth
century. Antipositivist critiques that have alwoys
accompanied sociol science have now become mainstreom
reolity rother thon o radicol dlternative. In this orticle, he
onolysed this shift in the light of the concepts of Mode 1 ond

Mode 2 science developed by Gibbons, Nowotny, ond
others. He showed with some examples that Mode 2 science
isno longer acritical chollenge to moinstreom positivism but
an odoptation to the soturation of the ideals of
modernization. Mounting demonds for evidence bosed
policy may reduce rother thon increose the relevonce of
social science research.
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Objective
Present study focus on:

*  To Study the Perception of the students towords higher
educational institutional reseorch.

Research Design

The present reseorch study used exploratory—eum-—
descriptive reseorch design.

Region Selected

The somple size of the study was 150 research scholar of
Mohorshi Dayonond University, Rohtok. Rondom sompling
method wos used during the reseorch. A well structured
questionnaire wos used to moke work convenience.

Factors Used For Data Analysis
*  Lockofresearch ability.
*  Lock ofknowledge ond owareness in resgorch.

*  Lockofreseorch gronts.
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*  Lock ofloborotory focility.

*  Lock of proper communicotion between researcher ond
SUpETVISOT.

*  Lock of diffusion of research.

*  Lockofrelevancy of reseoarch.

*  Lock of on ecosystem thot focilitates reseorch.
Data Collection

Doata wos collected from primory as well as secondary
source. The data was collected from users belonging to the
different oge groups. A well-structured questionnoire wos
used for collection of doto.

Tools And Techniques Used
*  Percentoge
e Meon

e Stondord deviation

Statement N/ % S SS N D SD | Total Mean | S.D.

Lock of research obility. N 53 40 40 10 7 150 | 2.18 | 1.13
% 3531267 | 267 | 6.7 | 47 100

Lock of knowledge and N 55 62 19 5 9 150 2.0 | 1.08

aworengss in resgarch. % | 367|413 127 | 33 | 6.0 | 100

Lock of ~ communication N 81 54 11 0 4 150 | 1.64 | 0.84

between policy mokers ond % 54.0 | 36.0 | 7.3 0 2.7 100

researchers.

Lock of relevoncy of N 35 57 47 9 2 150 | 2.24 | 0.92

resgorch. % 233 | 38.0 | 31.3 | 6.0 1.3 100

Lock of diffusion of N 33 28 43 28 18 150 | 2.80 | 1.30

reseorch. % 22.0 | 18.7 | 28.7 | 18.7 | 12.0 | 100

Lock of communicotion N 32 25 46 32 15 150 | 2.82 | 1.26

between education ond % 21.3 | 16.7 | 30.7 | 21.3 | 10.0 | 100

other ocademic disciplines.

Lock of monogement N 22 37 30 27 34 150 | 3.09 | 1.38

between school colleges % 14.7 | 247 | 20.0 | 18.0 | 22.7 | 100

ond universities

Lock of loboratory focility. N 24 30 39 22 35 150 | 3.09 | 1.38
% 16.0 | 20.0 | 26.0 | 14.7 | 23.3 | 100

Lock of research gronts. N 55 62 19 5 9 150 2.0 | 1.08
% 36.7 | 41.3 | 12.7 | 3.3 6.0 100

Lock of proper N 53 40 40 10 7 150 | 2.18 | 1.13

communicotion between % 353 | 26.7 | 26.7 | 6.7 4.7 100

researcher ond supervisor.

(Satisfied= S, Strongly satisfied= S S., Neutrol= N, Dissatisfied= D, Strongly Dissatisfied=S D)

Conclusion and Suggestions to Create An Enable
Ecosystem for Research

» The significonce of the relationship between proper
finoncing ond the quality of educational reseorch ond
teaching progrommes, provision of service gte. by the
universities ond other institutes of leorning connot be
under estimoted. However, the lack of financiol
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plonning ond efficient practices being exercised in some
of the Indion universities hos odverse effect on the
quality os well os quontum of reseorch octivity in
educational institutes. There are no cleor guidelines
formulated for mony oreos regarding finoncial octivity.
This is in foct leading to havoc in the research octivity
ond development of academics in the universities.
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Itis a.general observation among keen ocodemicions ond

odministrotors thot over the years, the expenditure in
gvery section of the university, whether it is o teoching
deportment, generol administrotion, librory, laborotories
has been increasing. Also the gop between the rote of
growth of recurring resources ond expenditure is
widening continuously. In other words the resources ore
not kegping pace with the outlays ond ore logging behind
ot on ever growing rote. Under these circumstonces the
normol tendency on the port of the universities has been
to look forword towords the government ond its agencies
like U.G.C, ICSSR, CSIR, DBT, ICAR, ICMR ond other
teaching ond research finoncing orgemizations for help
ond ask for more ond more funds particulorly from the
state governments for reseorch, teoching ond other
octivities. The stote government ond the central
government hove been contributing roughly three fourth
of the recurring resources needs of the universities.
Their shore hos been os high as 88 percent of the total
recurring resources. As such, the stote government ond
other central ogencies are already over burdened in this
respect; it is not judicious to expect more funds from
them.

Quuoality of research also differentiotes one businegss
school to other. According to Ajit Rongnekar, Deon of
Indion School of Business, “We recognized research os
our differentiator when we ongoing the orgonizotion”.

Busingss schools olso need to oftract foculty with
research skills ond optitude ond who are adequoately
grounded in Indion ethos ond olso suitably exposed to
other socigties ond cultures.

“Finoncial support for academic reseorch in terms of
business schools gronts provided by industry ond
government helps foster o heolthy climate of rigorous
enquiry process that ensures best stondords in scientific
research being conducted.

Effective rewords ond recognition ond compensation
system that encouroges orgomized ond high level of
enquiry in on gvolved resgorch environment.”

Collaborate with busingss orgomizations for resgorch
work, review ond doctoral resgorch progrommes.

Attroct ond groom ocodemic foculty for conducting
relevont ond proper reseorch ond olso Colloborate ond
setup porticulor ogency to monitor ond evoluate
research.

Journol, mogozines, research methodologies that puts
balonced emphosis on both methodological rigour and
proctical relevonce (usefulness) of the contributions.

Understond the noture of disconnect with orgenizationol
realities and be more confident ond ossertive.

More over the government have explicitly told these

institutions to find for themselves and roise resources on
their own to become self sustaining units. Though the
fee from students’ ronks second in terms of its
proportionate share to the common pool of recurring
resources of the university yet their contribution figure
is oround ten percent or so of the total recurring
resources. To add to it, the proportionate contribution of
fees to the total recurring revenue of the universities has
been declining over the years.

The overall position of other internal recurring resources
is not better. As such there is aneed to find olternotive
sources such thot adequate resources ore generoted to
meet the expenses of the university so as to reduce
burden on the state government for finoncing the
universities.

o There is aneed to ensure thot the availoble funds ore
put to optimum use. Even the worthigst university does
not know where their funds are in foct moving ond ore
producing whot results. The whole system of university
financing requires areview to troce the reasons for the
slow ond unsotisfoctory development of university
education and research. In other words it becomes
importoble to have correct ossessment of the
expenditure incurred in relotion to the budget estimates
ot ony porticulor period of time.

Business schools in Indioneed to commit themselves to
both resgorch ond teaching excellence. These institutes
also need to identify brood oreas of research ond
orticulate their reseorch viewpoint, focus, ond extended
time research schedule. This would ossist in sglecting
ability ond doctoral scholors with the right skill, obility
ond aworeness. It is the quality of research thot leads
both to a provocative theory and con be tronslated into
proctice thot differentiotes busingss schools from
traditional disciplinory deportments ond consulting
firms.
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